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Atty. Docket: 2060.0150002/EKS/HCC 



For: HLA Class I A2 Tumor 

Associated Antigen Peptides and 
Vaccine Compositions 



Reply 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington. D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In reply to the Office Communication dated May 20, 2003, Applicants submit the 
following remarks. 

The Office Communication states that the Reply filed November 1 2, 2002 was not fiiUy 
responsive to the prior Restriction Requirement because there allegedly is no claim pending 
similar to original claim 3. Applicants respectfially disagree. 

Original claim 3 was directed to a composition comprising a recited peptide, wherein the 
peptide is fused to or admixed with a CTL epitope. Contrary to the statement in the Office 
Action, claims 68 and 69, which are directed to compositions comprising the elected peptide — a 
CTL epitope — and one or more other peptides, are similar to original claim 3. Thus, they are 
directed to the provisionally elected species. Accordingly, the reply filed November 12, 2002 
was fiiUy responsive to the Restriction Requirement. 

Moreover, claim 63 is also directed to the provisionally elected species. Claim 63 recites 
a heteropolymer comprising the peptide of claim 1 and other peptides. This claim is also similar 
to original claim 3 in that the heteropolymer comprises the peptide of claim 1 - a CTL epitope - 
fiised to other peptides. 
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Further, contrary to the statement in the Office Coxmniinication, the provisionally elected 
species is not mutually exclusive of the other species listed in the Restriction Requirement. For 
example, a peptide of claim 1 may simultaneously be fused to a CTL, for example to form a 
heteropolymer, and fused to an HTL, and fused to a Hpid, and may be part of a composition 
comprising a lipid. Since the species are not mutually exclusive, claims 37,41, 52-54, 57-73, 
154, and 158-160 read on the provisionally elected species. 

Applicants respectfully request that the above remarks be considered and the holding of 
non-responsiveness be withdrawn. At a minimum, AppUcants submit that the Examiner can 
search the provisionally species without an undue burden. 

It is believed that the application is in condition for examination. Early notice to this 
efifect is respectfully requested. 

It is believed that extensions of time are not required, beyond those that may otherwise 
be provided for in accompanying documents. However, in the event that additional extensions 
of time are necessary to prevent abandonment of this application, then such extensions of time 
are hereby petitioned under 37 C.F.R- § 1.136(a), and any fees required therefor are hereby 
authorized to be charged to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.lx.c. 



Helene C. Carlson 
Agent for Applicants 
Registration No. 47,473 



Date: ^/03 

1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005-3934 
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To: U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



Date: June 6, 2003 



Attention: Examiner: Ronald B. Schwadron Re; Appl. No. OW5^3,200) 

Filed: May 30;^ 

For: HLA Class I A2 Tumor Associated 
Antigen Peptides and Vaccine 
Compositions 



Art Unit: 1644 
From: Helene C Carlson 



Pages (including cover sheet): 3 
Fax No: (703)305-3014 



Our Reference: 2060.0 150002/EK:S/HCC 



Message 



Transmitted herewith for appropriate action is the followirig document: 
L Reply. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge fees to our Deposit Account No. 
19-0036. 



I hereby certify that the following Reply is being facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office on the dace shown 
below. iPleasc contact mc at (202) 772-8553 if there is an error in the transmission of these documents. 



Date 



140494.1 



If any portion of this transmission is not received clearly or in full, 
contact us at 202371.2600 or f 202.371,2540. 



This mRieage is irtwnd^ for the exclusive use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed. Tlie message may contain infonnation thai is 
privileged, confidemial, or otherwise exempt ln)m disclosui'o under applicable law, Ifthe reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you rtre 
hereby notified that any disscminaiion, diatribution, copying or USe of this communication in any wuy is strictly prohibited. If you have received ihis 
communication in erfor, please call ua coUcct immediately, and return ihc original message to u& at ihe above addrcas via the U.S. Postal Service. 
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